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To:
Thailand Food and Drug Administration (Thai FDA)

COMMENTS FROM FOOD INDUSTRY ASIA (FIA)

G/TBT/N/THA/680

Background:

Food Industry Asia (FIA) is a regional industry association based in Singapore, that is dedicated to promoting the development and deployment of science-
based policies and regulations in the region. FIA aims to promote collaboration between industry, governments, policy makers and key opinion leaders, driving
food-related initiatives in areas such as food safety, health and nutrition, harmonisation and sustainability.

In response to the release of the Draft Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) Notification on Nutrition Labelling (hereinafter referred to as “Draft Notification”),
FIA would like to raise the following comments on the changes proposed under the Draft Notification.

FIA comments and enquiries in response to the consultation:

Article | Amendment (Original Text) Amendment (Unofficial Translation) Comments from FIA

4 AMsuaRIRaTA lnaunnsHaaLansto AT Nutritional labeling shall be in Thai language. But FIA would like to seek
M Wy uszsimesnssusavadod b6 lassog there can also be a foreign language. which must be | acceptance for the Nutrition
D luenundninausiiazdon lwsnudydviudszna in accordance with the rules and conditions in the Information Panel (NIP) that are
avuil dail _ list annexed to this announcement as follows displayed in foreign language
(1) Jeydviunuaw 1 : §1JuuuLLa:ﬁauvlmmqmsuam (1) Annex 1: Forms and conditions for displaying and with the format in
ﬂiauﬁagainﬂuwm‘s _ nutrition facts accordance to other ASEAN
(2) Jeygvanoiaw 2 : 38mMan muadiinaoanile | (2) Annex 2: Methods for determining the quantity countries’ requirements of
wihouslaadua tuumbouilaa sloMUUUTTY of one serving and number of servings per container | Codex. This will provide the

industry with regulatory
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(3) Teydvinnua 3 : A3 WNSEToIMSsiD TUE TKSU
aulny

(4) veydvunuiaw 4 : naninauein1sna1NgemNg
TrauASUBAAINDINIS

(3) Annex 3: Daily Nutrient Reference Values for
Thai Population

(4) Annex 4: Guidelines for making nutritional claims
on food labels

flexibility, especially for
products with shared packaging,
as well as preventing potential
trade barriers.

Currently, industry generally
combines requirements from
several markets (Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia, the
Philippines) under one NIP.
However, due to the differences
in NIP format between ASEAN
markets and the requirements
in Thailand, the industry has to
create a separate NIP to fulfil
the requirements in accordance
to Thai regulations. Therefore,
we seek for alignment or
acceptance of Thai NIP with the
format that is maintained in
other key ASEAN markets. On
one hand, this would overcome
the challenges that are faced by
products with shared packaging,
in particular space constraint on
the physical label. On the other
hand, we view that a more
streamlined approach or mutual
acceptance of NIP format would
enable a clearer display of
nutritional information to
consumers
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Annex 1 | WaWU, Vlmﬁuﬁmum, losiudush, molaainosoa, Energy, Total Fat, Saturated Fat, Cholesterol, FIA would like to suggest the
Tﬂsﬁu, m'ﬂuvlmmmﬁmum, ﬁvﬁmaﬁmum, Taendion Protein, Total carbohydrate, Total sugar, Sodium removal of potassium from the
and Twunaidouiduansovnsiisnibulunsoudoya and Potassium are mandatory nutrients in the list of mandatory nutrients to be
laaunnns Nutrition Information Framework. aligned with the Codex

Guidelines on Nutrition
Labelling CXG 2-1985.

Annex | gnseii 1 Hou lwansnansramalasunnisles o Table 1 FIA would like to suggest

4, Table | \AauvisioUsunauniianiinuuslnasnedy was siousuneas | Nutritional Claims Criteria using Per Serving alignment with the Codex

1 FAUGDASTLANUUAATA (a ~nsuomsinduluenu Reference Criteria and per quantity eaten per time Guidelines for Use of Nutrition
&0 2.1 sl 1) shown on the label (for food according to clause 2.1, | Claims by modifying the header

» - p p case 1) row of table 1 as follow:
WAL/ PoANH Foulw Roulw - — —
asowns | nang (sio Rl Energy/ Claim Condition Addition N
. Nutrients (per quantity | al terms Condition (per 100 g or 100 ml
Y, TR of one of food gquantity-ef-one
udlnm reference reference-serving-and-per
959 serving and serving size shown-on-thelabel)
LALEID per serving *
Usuneudi size shown
Ausionss on the label)
i uana *
UURAIA)
*

Annex | gnsedi 1 Joulunansnandramelavunnisles & Table 1 FIA would like to suggest the

4, Table | |AauvisioUsunaunitantingudlnasnedy uas sioudunas | Nutritional Claims Criteria using Per Serving following changes:

lon FAusDATILA ULAANA (a oS luey Reference Criteria and per quantity eaten per time

Energy shown on the label (for food according to clause 2.1, | Apply the same criteria for the

o 2.1 Aseitii 1)

Joulw (siovsuan

nilanihpuslnededa
wasiaUsINALTiAUsD
A% uaesuuaaIA) *

WA/ | Famnunade
a199799

case 1)

Energy/ Claim Condition (per

Nutrients guantity of one
reference
serving and per
serving size

claims for ‘reduced’ and
‘lite/light’, as seen in the
following references:

e Inthe Annex of the EU
Regulation (EC) No.
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https://www.fao.org/3/y2770e/y2770e07.htm
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WANU an,taynin ARNUTHIAUNANIUAY shown on the
12 ) < *
sausisouaz 25 duly label)
= P o 0,
flawousuats Energy Reduced,. At least 25%
3454 reduced in, lower compared

" . - et less, fewer, to reference
WANUIEDY 1. anUaunau lasduag

Y . ™ lower, lower food
fausisasaz 50 Du lu in
LamaunuaIme Light, lite 1. Reduce fat

31934 1139 2. AR

WA MAYEauE 1/3
au dulu oioudu
DIWN99984 (A6l
NARNATRILINSN
A lusiuiaunindou
Az 50 Y9 WANU

anium)

content by at
least 50% as
compared to
reference food
or

2. Reduce
energy by at
least 1/3 as
compared to the
reference diet
(in case the
product
contains less
than 50% of the
total energy
from fat)

1942/2006 on nutrition and
health claims made on
foods, claims stating that a
product is ‘light’ or ‘lite’,
and any claims likely to have
the same meaning for the
consumer shall follow the
same conditions as those
set for the term ‘reduced’.

e InSchedule 4 of the
Australia New Zealand Food
Standards Code, energy
claims on ‘reduced’, ‘light’
or ‘lite’ are to fulfil the same
criteria, where the food
with the claim should
contain at least 25% less
energy than in the same
amount of reference food.

Annex
4, Table
20n
Sodium

o A Tedios:

$#291119 100 AN (VDLDN):

1. flendion ldiAu 40 fadnsu uaz

2. sosufuienudouloTuds 1.1 uaz 2.2 wesnydil
2pl]

$5199711119 100 Jadans (vogwian):

1. flnsionldiAn 20 fadnsu waz

Very low in sodium claim:
Per 100g of food (solid):

1. Contains no more than 40mg of sodium.
2. The conditions in clause 1.1 and 2.2 of this
account must also be complied with.

Per 100ml of food (liquid):

1. Contain no more than 20 mg of sodium.

FIA would like to suggest the
conditions for these nutrition
claims to be the same for both
per 100g of food (solid) and per
100ml of food (liquid). The
suggestion is in line with the
conditions that are stipulated
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2. saufvdienudonlaTude 1.1 uaz 2.2 vesaydil
el

CRRC I

61997115 100 NS (VDIHDN):

1. flendionldiAn 120 Aadnsu uas

2. sasugvdenudonlaTude 1.1 uaz 2.2 vosaydil
Y

$19911115 100 Hadaens (voaman):

1. filandos lsiiAu 60 Aadnsu uaz

2. dosufusienudonloTudo 1.1 uaz 2.2 voaindil
2pl]

2. The conditions in clause 1.1 and 2.2 of this
account must also be complied with.

Low in sodium claim:

Per 100g of food (solid):

1. Contain no more than 120mg of sodium

2. The conditions in clause 1.1 and 2.2 of this
account must also be complied with.

Per 100ml of food (liquid):

1. Contains no more than 60mg of sodium.
2. The conditions in clause 1.1 and 2.2 of this
account must also be complied with.

under Codex Guidelines for Use
of Nutrition and Health Claims.

Annex
4, Table
20n
Protein

o597 1 dou lnsnandavne laauns ey
TanausisioUsinaunilaminouslnadede uas so
UsinauiiAusionssfivaneunaain (8 "MsUaNunSsi
Duluenuds 2.1 aselii 1)

Sou lw
LNNLEN

Fou la
(si
Uaunas
wile
Uy
vslam
apNpN
A6
Usunauii
Ausio
Asail
HAGNUL
aa1n) *

WaWu/ | 9aanu
A71997119 | AN

Table 1

Nutritional Claims Criteria using Per Serving
Reference Criteria and per quantity eaten per time
shown on the label (for food according to clause 2.1,
case 1)

Additional
terms

Condition
(per
quantity of
one
reference
serving and
per serving
size shown
on the
label) *

Energy/ | Claim

Nutrients

1. Case of
dietary fiber

20 % or

Protein High, rich
i more of Thai

(dietary in

RDIs** claims If the

Information on total fat is
readily available on the NIP.
Having another long statement
on claims, which are usually on
the front of pack, will reduce
the product’s appeal. Therefore,
FIA would like to suggest having
a disclaimer statement with
symbols directing the
consumers to refer to NIP on
these nutrients are required
along with the claims.

Example:
High Fibre**

** _ Refer to NIP on total fat
level per serving.
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Tuséin a4, 903 fAluseiu | 1. naed fiber, excellent total fat
(protein) | (high, wioly ANSAETN fiber) source of content does | | Additionally, FIA also views that
wasle rich in, 9508 | 879 ?IOt ”]‘cee’:‘ the nutrient content claims should
Rkl excellent | Tu UssnauTe Coo::;it?:m be dissociated from other type
(dietary | source Usunen | oS st be qf cIa|m§ available (i.e., Dle'Fary
fiber, of) sausigos | vn labeled with | | f1P€r claims should not be tied
fiber) A 20 UsunauL total fat to ‘Low Fat clalm) as the ‘
04 s content per !our.pose of nutrient cIalm.s' is to
. ¥ ‘N serving per indicate the level of specific
Thal** VEM\T@ H serving as nutrients in the food.
RuDIS "1‘.]1’1’ Uona shown on the
July Foulw label in
“Nessiusl letters that
1" fla49A are not less
NAusy than half the
= size of the
U‘ﬁ{]m claim
vlf”“u statement.
NRuAsD 2. The
Usunauit conditions in
Auslonsy clause 2.2 of
7 LAGNUL this account
v must also be
ﬁ::aﬁﬂsj’:zl complied
NWYINA with.
PUNA b Good 10 % or 1. Case of
1lan AN source, more of Thai | dietary fiber
ASanila contains, | RDIs** claims If the
a4 provides total fat
- content does
‘Ualﬂj?}“ not meet the
AN “low fat”
2. 6id9 condition,
JAURNN must be
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L'fi"auvlﬁlslu labeled with
2 2.2 total fat
204 Uy cont'ent per
S o serving per
ueng serving as
Duuvas | Jluseiu | 1. nssl shown on the
Uy, i wsaly ANSAAN label in
(good M5y | 919 letters that
source, Tu UssnauwTe are not less
. = than half the
contains, | Ysunau | @a1s size of the
provides) | sauar win claim
10 204 Udunau statement.
That jen 2.The
RDI|s** FIRU G L3 conditions in
duly Dulueu clause 2.2 of
= this account
E,Idau;l‘ﬂl must also be
lostusi complied
1" glavn with.
AU
Uaunau
lasin
WINNAGID
Usunauil
Ausio ASS
AnanIUL
aanenY
Snusid
wua |3
Blalael!
ASanile
VDY
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J2AINN
AAN 3
2. iy
JHumeu
JoulaTu
¥ 2.2
V3 Ueyd
fishe

N.A.

N.A.

We note that there is currently
no provision for tolerance level
under the Draft Notification.
The actual amount of a nutrient
in a product may vary when
compared to the value declared
on a label due to various
factors. We support the
inclusion of provisions on
tolerance limits to provide
flexibility to be given to
situations where there is natural
variability of foodstuffs,
seasonal variability, and other
factors which may cause the
actual value to vary. At the
same time, this also ensures
that the nutrient content in the
food product do not vary
substantially from the declared
values to prevent misleading
consumers.
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Based on references from other
countries, we support the
tolerance limit of =<120% of the
declared value for nutrients to
reduce, e.g., fat, saturated fat,
cholesterol, sodium, whereas
nutrients to encourage, e.g.,
protein, dietary fibre, is set at

= 80% of the declared value.
Additionally, tolerance limit of
fortified nutrients to be set at
=100% of the declared value. A
wider tolerance limit should also
be set for micronutrients.

We view that provisions on
tolerance level may be best
considered to be included as
additional guidance in an
appendix or supplementary
document.

Here are additional references
from other authorities on
tolerances for nutrient values
declared on label:

o European Union:
Guidance Document for
Competent Authorities
for the Control of
Compliance with EU
Legislation on
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2016-10/labelling_nutrition-vitamins_minerals-guidance_tolerances_1212_en.pdf
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Regulation (EU) No

1169/2011, Tolerance

for the Nutrition

Declaration on Foods

Other Than Food

Supplements

o Indonesia: BPOM

Regulation No. 26 Year

2021 on Information on

Nutritional Values on

Processed Food Labels

(Article 13)

= Analysis results of
nutrients should be
at least 80% of the
declared value

= Analysis results of
total energy, total
fat, saturated fat,
cholesterol, sugar
and sodium should
not be more than
120% of the declared
value

o Singapore: A Handbook

on Nutrition Labelling

(Nutrient Claims - Part C

Nutrient Claims

Verification)

= Actual content for
energy, fat,
cholesterol,
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2016-10/labelling_nutrition-vitamins_minerals-guidance_tolerances_1212_en.pdf
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https://jdih.pom.go.id/download/product/1313/26/2021
https://jdih.pom.go.id/download/product/1313/26/2021
https://jdih.pom.go.id/download/product/1313/26/2021
https://www.hpb.gov.sg/docs/default-source/newsroom/a-handbook-on-nutrition-labelling-(singapore)-_june-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=b232e5ec_2
https://www.hpb.gov.sg/docs/default-source/newsroom/a-handbook-on-nutrition-labelling-(singapore)-_june-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=b232e5ec_2
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carbohydrate,
sodium, saturated fat
and trans-fat must
not be 20% higher
than the declared
value

Actual content for
naturally occurring
nutrients must not
be 20% lower than
the declared value
Actual content for
added nutrients must
be at least equivalent
to the declared value

We appreciate the time taken to go through our comments and are open if there is any need for further dialogue on this issue.
Yours sincerely,

JieLing Teo

Regulatory Affairs Executive

Food Industry Asia

Email: jieling.teo@foodindustry.asia
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